


About the Tool

Floods are among the most frequent and costly natural disasters in terms of human hardship and
economic loss. Seventy-five percent of federal disaster declarations are related to flooding. Flooding
in Rhode Island can result from a variety of situations, including spring snow melt combined with
heavy rains, coastal storms, "nor'easters”, tropical storms or hurricanes, and the very dangerous
potential of dam breeches.

The Rhode Island Floodplain Mapping Tool is provided for reference only. The Tool is designed to
provide users with an easily accessible online resource by which to make informed decisions about
the flood risk for a specific area or property. The Tool provides the user with an approximate flood
zone determination relative to a flood hazard area. The floodplains shown on this Tool are delineated
on the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) historic, preliminary, or effective Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM). For inquiries relating to flood insurance or regulations, please refer to
the published effective FIRM for your area of concern. The effective FIRM is produced, maintained
and published by FEMA and not by the State of Rhode Island. Community specific effective map
panels for Rhode Island are available on the FEMA Map Service Center.

Please review the following tutorial for more information on how to maximize this resource’s potential.
Updates will be made to this program over the coming months and RIEMA encourages each user to
return to learn about the additional features.

Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency 2
Floodplain Mapping Tutorial




Table of Contents

Introduction
e Contents

e Scale

e Toolbar

Mapping Demonstration

e Step 1: Set up Mapping Tool
e Step 2: [Input Address

e Step 3: Locate Structure

e Step 4: Structure details

Additional Topics

e Property Only Located in Flood Zone

e Structures Located in Multiple Flood Zones

e No Elevation Data Returned

e Coastal Barrier Resources Systems or Otherwise Protected Areas

ODE IS

EMERGENCY

Sas=®  Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency

Floodplain Mapping Tutorial

\_/



Contents Display

The numerical values given to the default map details will correspond to the description order of this guide.
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Contents: Default Group and Sub-Layers

Layer are displayed by clicking directly on a
Group layer's text. Click the Group layer to
display the sub-layers (highlighted in green).

Check on the corresponding box(es) to activate CTh"S" arccqibibees )_ i
a Group layer or sub-layer on the map.

) About Content iZ Legend
Contents

[¥! Flood Zones Effective AFTER September 2013
: [[J Flood Zones Effective BEFORE September 2013

¥ General Mapping Information

If the Group layer check box is not activated, the sub
layers will not display even if the desired county boxes
are checked. For the most complete result, both the
flood zone and map panel boxes for a county should be
activated.
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Contents
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[¥] Bristol County Future Effactive Map Panels
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@ Kent County Effective Map Panels
L'Il Newport County Effective Flood Zones
[¥] Newport County Effective Map Panels
E] Providence County Effective Flood Zones
m Providence County Effective Map Panels
[¥] Washington County Effective Flood Zones
[¥] Washington County Effective Map Panels
Flood Zones Effective BEFORE September 2013
._ | Bristol County Effective Flood Zones
| Bristal County Effective Map Panels
[ _' Kent County Previously Effective Flood Zones
Kent County Previously Effective Map Panels
| Newport County Previously Effective Flood Zones
| Newport County Previously Effective Map Panels
| Providence County Previously Effective Flood Zones
]| Providence County Previously Effective Map Panels
| Washington County Previously Effective Flood Zones
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J General Mapping Information
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Scale: Extent Changes

Click and move the scale tab to change the Tool’s extent
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Toolbar

BOOKMARK: Use the Bookmark option in the Toolbar to change the map extent instantly.

&l save ~ == share & Print | 9 Directions & Measure || Bookmarked places _[ Q

g Bristol County
Kent County
Newport County

Providence County

Statewide
Washington County

ADDRESS LOCATOR: 35 Ocean Road, Narra * Q
As text is entered into the Address Locator, a

drop down box will appear and provide location
options. 35 Ocean Rd, Narragansett, RI, 02882 USA

35 Ocean Rd, Narragansett Town Of, RI, 02882 USA

Ocean Road Historic Districk, Narragansett Pier, Rhode Islan...
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DEMONSTRATION

Step-by-step tutorial on making an approximate
flood zone determination
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Step 1: Set up Contents for Mapping

Necessary Groups and sub-layers were checked for this demonstration of 35 Ocean Road Narragansett, Rhode
Island. The General Mapping Information Group and sub-layers were kept active as in the default.

Both the Content and Legend are displayed for reference.

7| About [I] Content [Z Legend

Contents

r’(‘.'hcck this box o show floed zones effective b
AFTER September 2013 on the map. .

These boxes are checked because this
address is in Washington County,

Check this box 10 show flood zones effectve
BEFORE September 2013 on the map.

These boxes are chacked bacause this
address is in Washington County,

Cieneral Mapping Information sub-layer boxes
should remain cheeked regardless of address to
provide the best result.

)

V| Flood Zones Effective AFTER September 2013
Bristol County Future Effective Flood Zones
Bristel County Future Effective Map Panels
Kant County Effective Flood Zones
Kent County Effective Map Panels
Newport County Effective Flood Zonas

Newport Caunty EFff.

tiva Msp Panals
| Providence County Effective Flood Zones
Prowvidence County Effective Map Panels
¥ Washington County Effective Flood Zonas
¥| Washington County Effective Map Panels
V| Flocd Zones Effective BEFORE September 2013
Bristel County Effective Flocd Iones
[7] Bristel County Effective Map Panals
| Kant County Previously Effective Flood Zones
Kent County Praviously Effective Map Panels
Newport County Previously Effective Flood Zones
| Newport County Previously Effective Map Panels
Providence County Previously Effective Flood Zones
:me dence County Previously Effective Map Panels
¥ Washington County Praviously Effactive Fload Zonas
¥] Washington County Previously Effective Map Panels
¥ General Mapping Information
o | Structuras
! Coastal Barrier Rescurces System (CBRS)
| Othermise Protected Aress

¥ Municipal Boundaries

@ tmagery with Labels

# about [F] Content = Legend

Legend

Flood Tones Effective AFTER September 2013
Washington County Effective Flood Zones
0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Zone
A
Eﬁ AE
AH
AQ
B v

Flood Zones Effective BEFORE September 2013
wWashington County Previously Effective Flood Zones

0.2 Percent Annual Chance Flood Zone

AD

H

General Mapping Information
Structures
b
Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS)
CERS Unit
Otherwise Protected Areas
OPA Unit
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Step 1 Continued:

Explanation of Flood Zones

| About [E] Content i Legend ZONE DESCRIPTION
Legend Areas of moderate flood hazard, usually the area between the limits of the 100-year and 500-
Flood Zones Effective AFTER September 2013 0.2% year floods. Are also used to designate base floodplains _of lesser ha_zards, such as areas
) — _ protected by levees from 100-year flood, or shallow flooding areas with average depths of less
wasmongtsn COL't”t' 8 elcz;e FIOO:" ‘c;nzes than one foot or drainage areas less than 1 square mile.
. ercent Annua ance Floo one
A Areas with 1% annual chance of flooding and 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year
AE A mortgage. Because detailed analyses are not performed for such areas; no depths or BFEs are
A shown within these zones.
AO The base floodplain where base flood elevations are provided.
H AE
VE
Flood Zones Effective BEFORE September 2013 Areas with a 1% annual chance of shallow flooding, usually in the form of a pond, with an
Washington County Previously Effective Flood Z average depth ranging from 1 to 3 feet. These areas have a 26% chance of flooding over the
ashington County Freviously eclive 00 ones AH X i .
0.2 Percent Annual Chance Elood Zone life of a 30-year mortgage. Average flood depths derived from detailed analyses are shown at
A selected intervals within these zones.
AE River or stream flood hazard areas, and areas with a 1% or greater chance of shallow flooding
AH AO each year, usually in the form of sheet flow, with an average depth ranging from 1 to 3 feet.
A0 These areas have a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. Average flood
B e depths derived from detailed analyses are shown within these zones.
Coastal areas with a 1% or greater chance of flooding and an additional hazard associated with
General Mapping Information VE storm waves. These areas have a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage.
Structures BFEs derived from detailed analyses are shown at selected intervals within these zones.
X
Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS)
4  cBrs unit
Otherwise Protected Areas
OPA Unit
N
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Step 2: Input Address

Insert desired address into the Address Locator in the Toolbar and hit ENTER.

The demonstration address is 35 Ocean Road Narragansett, Rl 02882.

35 Ocean Road, Narra
35 Ocean Rd, Narragansett Town Of, RI, 02882 USA

35 Ocean Rd, Narragansett, RI, 02882 USA

Ocean Road Historic Districk, Narragansett Pier, Rhode Islan...

Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency
Floodplain Mapping Tutorial

11



Step 3: Locate Structure

Once the address is located, a pop-up will display the approximate location. Please note, pop-up
will not always be displayed directly on the corresponding structure.

Click directly on the 'X' outlined in green (demonstration only) for further information about the specific site.

__ Detads | % Ak - B8 Dasemap m Save = % Share o Prnl ¥ Direcions e Heasure IJ Bockmarks 35 Qoean Rd, Narragansett, RI, 028353 USA =0

| about  [B] Comtent |5 Legend
Contents

¥, Fioad Zones Efective AFTER September
2013

¥ Meod Toned Mectve BEFORE Septamlser
013

o Gemeral Mapping Information

@ imagery with Labels

A% Qcean Rd, Marraganesty, BRI, 03682

Mot what you wanted?

Got Deectons

= EP LM CHANC L O HALARD Fom
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Step 4: Structure Detalils

Click directly on the 'X' to prompt a pop-up showing the specific address and distinguishing
building features (if available).

Click the arrow outlined in green (demonstration only) to show the next display.

Structure Details

Address 35 OCEAN RD. NARRAGANSETT
RI, 02882

Comments NARRAGANSETT CHAMBER of
COMMERCE

Zoom to Get Directions
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Step 4 Cont.: Previously Effective Map Panel Details

Click the forward arrow to display information
about the Washington County Map Panels
Effective Before 10/16/2013.

Washington County Map Panels

1. Displays the map panel, map panel type and Eilectne HEFORE: S0/ 16) 2005
map panel effective date for 35 Ocean Road l Map Panel 44009C0212H i
Narragansett, Rhode Island.

o Map Panel Type COUNTYWIDE,

2. The FEMA Map Service Center provides both || PANEL PRINTED

effective and historic Flood Insurance Rate
Map (FIRM) panels for further review. Map Panel Effective Date
10/18/2010

3. Once the desired map panel is chosen, a
FIRMette Tutorial is available for users to
learn how to quickly create an official
FIRMette.

Please visit the FEMA Map Service
Center to review either the previously
f effective coastal panels or currently
effective infand panels for Washington
hCﬂunhf.

[ Want to make a FIRMette?
| Follow the step-by-step instructions

l Zoom to Get Directions
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Step 4 Cont.: Previously Effective Flood Zone Details

Click the forward arrow to display information
about the Washington County Flood
Zones Effective Before 10/16/2013.

Washington County Flood Zones

1.  Displays the Flood Zone and Base Flood Effective BEFORE 10/16/2013

Elevation specific to 35 Ocean Road
Narragansett, Rhode Island before October
16,2013.

Flood Zone AE

Base Flood Elevation (BFE) 15.00
feet

2. Users interested in learning more about the
National Flood Insurance Program are
encouraged to visit www.floodsmart.gov.

Datum (if applicable) NAVDSE

For more information on the National
Flood Insurance Program, please visit
Floodsmart.gov

(e ()

If your search returned a BFE of
-9,999.00 ft, that indicates this
structure is located in an area where
elevation data is either not determined —
or is unavailable digitally.

Get Directions

Zoom to
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Step 4 Cont.: Currently Effective Map Panel Details

Click the forward arrow to display information
about the Washington County Map Panels

Effective After 10/16/2013. i
Washington County Map Panels

Effective AFTER 10/16/2013

1. Displays the updated map panel (suffix

only), map panel type and new map panel Map Panel 44009C0212)
effective date for 35 Ocean Road
Narragansett, Rhode Island. Map Panel Type COUNTYWIDE,
PANEL PRINTED
2. The FEMA Map Service Center provides a list ]
of the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map Map Panel Effective Date
(FIRM) panels for all of Washington County. 10/16/2013

[Pfease visit the FEMA Map Service
Center to review the effective map
panels for Washington County.

Want to make a FIRMette?
Follow the step-by-step instructions
A FIRMette is a full-scale section of an
official FEMA FIRM, it can be used in alf

Zoom to Get Directions
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Step 4 Cont.: Currently Effective Flood Zone Details

Click the forward arrow to display information
about the Washington County Flood
Zones Effective After 10/16/2013.

Washington County Flood Zones

1. Displays the Flood Zones and Base Flood Effective AFTER 10/16/2013
Elevation specific to 35 Ocean Road
Narragansett, Rhode Island after October Flood Zone AE
16,2013.

Base Flood Elevation 14.00 feet

Click on 'X' outlined in green (demonstration only)
to close pop-up and return to map.

i Datum (if applicable) NAVDSE

For more information on the National
Flood Insurance Program, please visit
Floodsmart.gov

If your search returned a BFE of
-9,990,.00 ft, that indicates this structure
is located in an area where elevation data
is either not determined or is unavailable
digitally.

Zoom to Get Directions
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Before New Effective Date Progression

This display shows how the map would appear if only the Flood Zones Effective BEFORE September 2013

layers were activated.

Y about  [I] Cortant  [E Lagend

Contents

Flood Tones Effective AFTIR Jeptember 2013
| Brastol County Future Effsctive Flood Zones
Beigial County Future Effective Map Dansls
| kant County Rifective Flood Zonas
1 Hant County Effective Map Pansls
Newport County Dffective Flood Zones
| Rewport County Effective Map Panels
Pravidence County Effective Flood Zones
7] Brawidence County Iffective Map Panals
Washingtan Caunty Elfgctive Fload Zanss
Washington County Effective Hap Panels
[#Fiood Zones Bfective BEFORE Septambar 2013
Beistol County Bffective Flood Zonas
| Bratol County Effective Map Panals
Kant County Praviduily Effective Flosd Zanes
ant County Bravicusly Effactive iap Panals
| Rewport County Brevicusly Effective Flood Zones
| Nevpan County Pravicusly Effective Map Panely
| Providenos County Praviously Effective Flood Zones
| Brovidence County Breviounly Effsctive Map Panals
[# Washington County Pravigusty Effective Ficod Zonas
[¥] washingten County Dravisusly Effective Map Panals
[¥] Ganeral Happing Informaticn
[ structures
[ coantal Barmiar Rascures Syiterm (CBRS)
[ Otharwise Protacted Aress
[¥ Municipal Boundaries

@ Imagery with Labals

)

Structure Detalls

Address 35 OCEAN RD. NARRAGANSETT
RI, 02882

Comments NARRAGANSETT CHAMBER of
COMMERCE

Zoom to

25 Oewan Rd, Nanagansstt, 0T, 02083

Fint what you wanted?

(2 of 3)

Washington County Flood Fones
Effective BEFORE 10/16/2013

(3 of 3)

washington County Map Panels
Effective BEFORE 10/16/2013

Flood Zone AE
Base Flood Elevation (BFE) 15.00 feet
Datum (if applicable) NAVDEE

For more information on the National
Flood Insurance Program, please visit
Floodsmart.gov

If your search returned a BFE of
-9,999.00 ft, that indicates this structurg
is Jocabed in an area where elevation data
is either not determined or is unavailable
digitatly.

Zoom ta

Map Panel 44009C0212H

Map Panel Type COUNTYWIDE,
PANEL PRINTED

Map Panel Effective Date
10/18/2010

Please visit the FEMA Map Service
Center to review either the previously
effective coastal panels or cur ¥
effective inland panels for Washinglon
County.

Want to make a FIRMetle?
Folfew the step-by-step instructions
Zoom to
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After New Effective Date Progression

This display shows how the map would appear if only the Flood Zones Effective AFTER September 2013

layers were activated.

about [[T]Content | Legend
Contents
[ Ficad Zones Elfactive AFTER Septembar 2013

[#] Bristcl County Future Effective Flocd Zones
| Bristel County Futurs EHactve Map Pansls

| Kant County Effective Fisad Tonas

ant County Effectrve Map Panels

[ Nampont County Effactive Fload Zones
(¥ Hawpadt Caunty EHective Map Panals
rovidence County Effective Flood Zones

| providence County Eectve Map Panels
[ washington County Effective Flood Zones

¥ Washington County Effective Map Panals

food Zones Effectres BEFORE

Brigted Cow

Effectve Flood Tones

Brigted Cour Effec

v# Map Panels

Kent Couw

reviously Efective Flood Zones
Kant County Praviously Effective Map Panals
Newport County Pravicusly Effective Flood Zones
Newport County Previcusly Effective Map Panels

Providence County Pravicusly Effe

ive Flood Zonaes
Providence County Praviously Effectve Map Panals
Washington County Previcusly Effective Flood Zones
Washington County Previgusly Effective Map Panels
[ General Mapping trformatbion
[ structures

[ Conntal Barriar Rasources Systam [CBRS)
[# Otherwse frotected Areas
[ Muricipal Boundaries

@ tmagery with Labals

)

EMERGENCY

(10f3)

Structure Detalls

Address 35 GCEAN RD. NARRAGANSETT
RI, 02882

Comments NARRAGANSETT CHAMBER of
COMMERCE

Zoom to

washington County Map Panels
Effective AFTER 10/16/2013

35 Ocean Rd, Naragansstt, RL 07842

Washington County Flood Zones
Effective AFTER 10/16/2013

Map Panel 44008002121

Map Panel Type COUNTYWIDE,
PANEL PRINTED

Map Panel Effective Date

Flood Zone AE
Base Flood Elevation 14.00 feet

E Datuim (i applicable) NAVDESE

10/16/2013 For more information on the National
Flood Insurance Program, please wisit
Please wisit the FEMA Map Service Floodsmart.gov

Canter to review the affective map
panels for Washington County.

Want to make a FIRMelte?
Foliow the step-by-step

Zoom to

If your search returned a BFE of
-2,299.00 ft, that indicates this structure
g located in an area whare elevation data
is either nof determined or is unavailable
digitally.

Zoom to

MANAGEMENT

Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency
Floodplain Mapping Tutorial



Additional Topics: Flood Zone Extent

Property ONLY Located in Flood Zone:

Federal insurance and development regulations are only required if a structure (not property) is located
in a high risk flood zone.

Structures Located in Multiple Flood Zones:

If a pop-up displays two or more distinct flood zones, then it is practice for both development standards
and insurance rating purposes to default to the highest risk flood zone. The example below displays
this structure being located in both an AE and VE flood zone. Therefore, the VE zone would take
precedence.

(10f4)

Structure Details " 1 washington County Map Panels
Effective AFTER 10/16/2013

8 (40f4)

washington County Flood Zones
Effective AFTER 10/16/2013

Washington County Flood Zones
Effective AFTER 10/16/2013

Address OCEAN RD. NARRAGANSETT RI,
02882 Map Panel 44009C0D213)

Flood Zone AE Flood Zone VE

Comments beach pavillion Map Panel Type COUNTYWIDE,

. o, Base Flood Elevation 14.00 feet
Scarborough State Beach PANEL PRINTED

Base Flood Elevation 15.00 feet

Datum (if applicable) NAVD8S Datum (if applicable) NAVDSS

Map Panel Effective Date
10/16/2013

Zaom to

For more information on the National
Flood Insurance Program, please visit
Fioodsmart.gov

For more information on the National
Flood Insurance Program, please visit
Floodsmart.gov

Please visit the FEMA Map Service
Center to review the effective map
panels for Washington County.

If your search returned a BFE of

-9,999.00 ft, that indicates this structure
is located in an area where elevation data
is either not determined or is unavailable
digitally.

e [f your search returned a BFE of
-9,999.00 ft, that indicates this structure
is located in an area where elevation data
is either not determined or is unavailable
digitally.

Want to make a FIRMette?
Follow the step-by-ste
A FIRMette is a full-scale

official FEMA FIRM

Zoom to Zoom to

Zoom to
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Additional Topics Cont.: No Elevation Data Returned

If your search returned a BFE 0f -9,999.00 ft in one of the following zones:

*0.2 PCT Annual Chance - No elevation has been determined by FEMA because this area is NOT
considered a high risk flood area.

eZone A - This area is considered a high risk flood zone. However, elevation data may not be available on
the FIRM. Elevation data for this area may be available through your municipality or by hiring a
Professional Licensed Surveyor to determine an elevation.

eZone AE - This area is considered a high risk flood zone in an inland area where elevation data IS
available on the FIRM.

(10f2)

Kent County Flood Zones Effective Kent County Flood Zones Effective Kent County Flood Zones Effective
AFTER 9/18/2013 | AFTER 9/18/2013 N B AFTER 9/18/2013

Flood Zone 0.2 PCT ANNUAL CHANCE | Flood Zone A Flood Zone AE

FLOOD HAZARD |
s ' Base Flood Elevation -9,999.00 feet | | Base Flood Elevation -9,999.00 feet

Base Flood Elevation -9,299.00 feet ) )
[ ¥ Datum (if applicable) | Datum (if applicable)

Datum (if applicable)

[

3 For more information on the National For more information on the National
For more information on the National |- Flood Insurance Program, please visit [ Flood Insurance Program, please visit
" | Flood Insurance Program, please visit Floodsmart.gov | Floodsmart.gov
Floodsmart.gov |

If your search returned s BFE of If your search returned a BFE of
If your search returned a BFE of ’ -9,999.00 ft, that indicates this -9,999.00 ft, that indicates this
bd -9,999.00 ft, that indicates this ; structure is located in an area where structure is located in an area where
1 structure is located in an area where b elevation data is either not determined elevation data is either not determined

elevation data is either not determined : or is unavailable digitally. or is unavailable digitally.

. | oris unavailable digitally. -B
S Zoom to 1 Zoom to Zoom to
GLLERE] PR e W e i SCRNAE A B i g Tt ai - <
& )
EMERGENCY
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Additional Topics: Coastal Barrier Resources System

If your search returned a structure located in either a Coastal Barrier Resource System (CBRS) or
Otherwise Protected Area (OPA) on the map, it is important to note the following:

1. Although these areas are depicted on the FEMA FIRMs, they are delineated and regulated by the
United States Fish & Wildlife Service.

2. If a structure falls within one of these areas there may be flood insurance implications. It is
recommended to contact the city or town for more information.

Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS)

CBRS Unit

Otherwise Protected Areas
OPA Unit

(4 of 4)

Washington County Map Panels = Washington County Flood Zones
Effactive AETER YaJ16 {215 Effective AFTER 10/16/2013

(1 of 4)

Structure Details

(2 0of 4)

Coastal Barrier Resources System

Address 950 SUCCOTASH RD. SOUTH
KINGSTOWN RI, 02879

Type CBRS Unit

Map Panel 44009C0194) Flood Zone VE

For more information on the Coastal
Barrier Resources Act, please click here

Comments E. Matunuck State Beach,

Map Panel Type COUNTYWIDE, Base Flood Elevation 15.00 feet
beach house and restrooms

PANEL PRINTED

Zoom to Datum (if applicable) NAVD88

Map Panel Effective Date inf i .
10/16/2013 For more information on the National

Flood Insurance Program, please visit

Floodsmart.gov

Zoom to

Please visit the FEMA Map Service
Center to review the effective map
panels for Washington County.

If your search returned a BFE of

-9,999.00 ft, that indicates this structure &
Want to make a FIRMette? is Jocated in an area where elevation data
Follow the step-by-step instructions is either not determined or is unavailable

A FIRMette is a full-scale sec digitally.

con b sed in

official FEMA FIRM, it can be used in all -

Z N
Zoom to GOfTER
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